He had nothing to say against change of faith out of
heart-felt conviction and spiritual urge. Having become
a Harijan by choice, he knew the mind of the Harijans.
There was not a single Harijan today who could fall
in that category. What did they understand of Islam?
Nor did they understand why they were Hindus. This
was true of the followers of all faiths. They were what
they were because they were born in a particular faith.
If they changed their religion,, it would be merely from
compulsion or some temptations held out to them in
return. In the present atmosphere no voluntary change of
faith should have any validity. Religion should be
dearer than life itself. Those who acted up to the truth
;were better Hindus than one well versed in Hindu
scriptures, but whose faith did not hold out at the time
of a crisis.
DASSERA AND BAKR ID
Gandhiji then referred to the approaching festivals
of Dassera and Bakr Id and appealed to the Hindus
and Muslims to be most vigilant and considerate so
as not to hurt the feelings of each other. He wanted
them to avoid giving cause for any outbreak of communal
disturbances at the time of these festivals.
SATYAGRAHA IN SOUTH AFRICA
Lastly, he referred to the proposed launching of
satyagraha in South Africa the next day. Satyagraha had
been going .on for some time. It had been, suspended
for some time. India's case was before the U.N.O.
and the Indianss both Hindus and Muslims, in South
Africa had decided to restart their satyagraha the follow-
ing day. His advice to them was to seek the assistance of
both the Indian Union and Pakistan Governments
and it was the duty of both the Governments to give all
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